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2025 Recap

• Acres harvested in 2024: 520,000 acres

• 2024 NASS estimate - Yield: 1157 lbs./acre 

• Acres harvested in 2025: 325,000 (-195,000 Acres)

• 2025 NASS estimate - Yield: 1182 lbs./acre (+25 lbs.)
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2025 Recap

• Long Planting Season (April 27 - June 9+)

• Successful Late-Season Crop Overall.

• Low Crop Price + Wet Planting Season =  A Lot of 

Prevented Plant Acres
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Variety Trial Shortlist 

• https://www.mississippi-crops.com/2025/12/16/2025-
mississippi-cotton-official-small-plot-variety-trials/

• https://www.mississippi-crops.com/2025/12/02/2025-
mississippi-on-farm-cotton-variety-trials/
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Variety Trial Shortlist 

*All bold varieties are not significantly different than the highest yielder
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Delta

*All bold varieties are not significantly different than the highest yielder
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Hills

*All bold varieties are not significantly different than the highest yielder
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Why Keep Planting Cotton?

• Equipment

• Infrastructure
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Management Strategies

• Variety Selection

• Seeding Rate

• Nitrogen Rate

• Pesticide sprays

• Product Selection

• Precision AG / VRA (if equipped)
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Management Strategies

All Locations
Lint Yield 
Lbs./Acre

Dollars/Acre 
@$0.65

Top Variety 1321
Bottom Variety 1176
Difference 145

$94.25 

Delta Locations
Lint Yield 
Lbs./Acre

Dollars/Acre 
@$0.65

Top Variety 1823
Bottom Variety 1538
Difference 285

$185.25 

Hill Locations
Lint Yield 
Lbs./Acre

Dollars/Acre 
@$0.65

Top Variety 1179
Bottom Variety 1001
Difference 178

$115.75 
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Seeding Rate
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Seeding Rate

$574.19 $571.69 $561.87 $563.55 $557.91 

$67.31 $52.31 $34.81 $17.31 

$-   $16.28 $13.78 $3.96 $5.63 $-   
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Nitrogen

• Fertilize to your realistic yield potential

• Penalty of over-applying:

– Cost

– Increased TPB Pressure

– Defoliation Trouble

– Leaching / Runoff
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Nitrogen
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Variety Selection

• Look At 3rd Party Data

• Don’t Just Pick The “Most Popular”

• Lower Seed Cost May Offer More Value
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Product Selection

• No silver bullet products

• Reach out to third-party testers

• Be skeptical, try before going all in
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Economic Impact Examples
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Economic Impact Examples
• Standard Management

• Seed - $132.30

• UAN - $90.36

• Total Expenses- $951.74

• Reduced Input Management

• Seed - $99.96

• UAN - $60.12

• Total Expenses- $889.16

• Savings- $62.58 / ac

• $62.58 / $0.68 cotton = 92 lbs.
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Take-Home Points

• Farm For a Profit, Not Bragging Rights

• Be Intentional in Variety Selection

• Reducing Seeding Rate and Nitrogen May Increase Profit 

Margins. 

• Promote and Wear Cotton
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Cotton and Coffee

• 3rd Tuesday of every month 7:30 am CST

•  30-minute presentation from a cotton-

industry leader with Q&A after

• Upcoming sessions:

• 2/17/26 -  Performance Technologies 

& New FABRICAST  Collection

• 3/17/26 - Practical On-Farm 

Strategies – Pre-Planting

• 4/21/26 - CMO Update – New 

Marketing Approach



This research was partially funded by the 
growers and importers of upland cotton 

through the Mississippi State Support 
Program
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Questions?

(662) 592-1535 bkp4@msstate.edu
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